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Our Next Meeting:

Our next meeting will be on Monday, April 19th
at 7:00 pm, at HobbyTown USA near Hamilton
Place Mall.

Well this is shaping up to be a MEGA
issue! The past few weeks has been a
very active modeling season! Lots has
been going on with a series of shows and a
lot of things to come. From a great
meeting last month, to a couple of shows,
Horton’s historical modeling, some
interesting side notes here and there, a
personal return to actually completing a
model (or two!). This Month’s meeting is
also shaping up to be a great one! Horton
will present his Neptune model to Bob
Pettway (see article) We also need to talk

a bit about a show IN CHATTANOOGA
(see article)

UPCOMING EVENTS DATE

IPMS/Memphis - Kingcon 2010 May 29, 2010

Atlanta Model Expo 2010 - Region 3 | June 25-26, 2010
Convention

IPMS National Convention Phoe- 8/4-7/2010
nix, AZ

IPMS/Huntsville Oct ???, 2010
IPMS Murfreesboro Show Nov 6, 2010

Lynn Petty - Chapter Contact
9018 Oak Haven Drive
Chattanooga, TN 37421
hipetty@Comcast.net

A Few Photos from last
Mont hs' Meeti n




Two I n a Row.....

Knoxville. The Tabler Challenge. To make a long story at least not so long, as the issuer of the original challenge
(and self appointed Commissioner and Grand Pooh Bah) I'll take just a moment. There’s this guy, Jeff Tabler, in
Knoxville | met probably about 8 years ago. He’d show up at model shows, and always talked about building models,
but never had anything to show for the talk. And then at the Knoxville show last year he had an amazing Polikarpov |-
16 in 1/72 scale and he won his class. And then he won his class with it at the Nationals. So it turns out this guy not
only does build, he builds GOOD. At dinner on Saturday evening before the awards presentation at Nationals (so we
didn’t know he’d won yet) and | was trying to figure out how to get him to actually finish another model inside of 14
years. So | challenged him. We'd each build a 1/72 single engine fighter to be displayed at the Knoxville show this
year. Whoever didn’t finish had to buy dinner. A week or two later | invited Mike Driskill (another Knoxville guy) and
Lynn Petty to participate. Well, one thing leads to another, and | didn’t start my build until January. At least | was
ahead of “Glacial” Petty, who didn’t start until a couple weeks later. A week before the show, both the Knoxville par-
ticipants threw in the towel and capitulated. Petty however, was still feverishly trying to get across the finish line. |
called Lynn at about 8 o’clock on the Friday night before the show to rib him a little and he admitted it might be a late
night. It wasn’t until | showed up Saturday that “Glacial” became “Sandbagger”. It turns out that our fearless leader
wasn’t working on just one Fw 190, but two! Granted he had to stay up until 4am finishing, and he was caught nap-
ping during the show, but he had two builds completed. Some of you have known Lynn longer than [, but | don’t think
I've ever seen him complete two models in a year, let alone a quarter! So, long story longer...Lynn and | got free din-
ners after the show.

The show? It was pretty good. Attendance was better than last year, which is always a good thing. We also had a
first timer along with us. Phil Chandler decided to come with us and entered his first IPMS competition, and brought
back some awards for his work. In fact, we all did pretty well and came back rewarded for our efforts, capped by a
Best Armor award for Tom’s (yeah he went too!) Marder (a real silk purse from a Sow’s Ear!) and a Best Aircraft
award for my Canberra.

Anniston. Death and Destruction on I-59. The weekend after Knoxville was the Anniston show. | drove alone, but
took some of Tom’s models so he could support the show in absentia. | downloaded driving directions and took off at
9. Everything was going fine and | was rolling down 59 thinking exit 81 (or maybe it was 181). As | was rolling up on
exit 85 (or was it 185), | checked my directions and saw | really wanted exit 88 (it was 188). Right about then, the
road surface really got bad. Like knock your fillings out bad. So | get off on exit 185, turned around, and headed back
north. And as | was headed back north | began to worry. | was on the portion of 59 that is down to one lane each
way on the South bound lanes. As | got to exit 188, my fears were realized. There was no way to get to the exit from
the lane | was in, and the next exit was 17 miles up. So with about 45 extra miles under my wheels | finally pulled into
the Anniston Meeting Center. | don’t have any fillings to rattle loose but the road was model killing bad. The models
in Tom’s box were a mess. His armored car was under, and acting as nose gear for his Arrado 234. | did manage to
get to some superglue and get the nose gear repaired (it took the OOB award in a really deep category despite the
damage), got everything out on the tables and settled in for the rest of the day. The show was pretty small and very
light on armor, cars, figures and miscellaneous entries. The aircraft entries were down as well, but the competition
was STIFF and there were very few easy categories to judge. My guess for the low turn out is that it was Easter
weekend. After a stint of judging, it was time to see how everything fared. Once again Tom and | were well rewarded
for our efforts. The ride home was a bit smoother when | found the shoulder of the road was in better shape than the
road itself.



And now that there are a couple months until the trek to Memphis at the end of May, it's time to make some pro-
gress on some new projects. Anyone want to go to Memphis?

I trust that Lynn has included suitable pictures from Knoxville, ‘cause | didn’t really get much, but here’s some high-
lights from Anniston:







A Few Photos from the Knoxville Show




A Few More Photos from the Knoxville Show
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Bob Pettway -
Guest at Our Next Meeting

Horton Herrin has arranged for a guest to attend our next meeting. A recent newspaper article
gave Horton an idea for a model. He has often built model airplane for and about people he
knows. In this case he has built a model of a P2V
Neptune in his usual scale of 1/72. Mr. Pettway was
featured in an article in the Times Free Press regarding jm ¥
his participation in the original search and later his per-
sistence in urging the recovery of the crewmen from a
Neptune that crashed in 1966. Reproduced below are
photos that were taken at an expedition ot the crash
site as well as a photo of Horton and the model he built
and plans to present to Mr. Pettway. He is gong to do
that presentation at our next meeting.

Horton has modeled the Neptune LA-9 of VP-5
which crashed in January of 1962. Mr. Pettway, a
member of VP-5 at the time participated in the original
search and rescue which was unsuccessful. He had
known and befriended many members of the missing
crew prior to that fateful day. Through the years, in-
cluding the time after his career as a secret service
agent, Mr. Pettway actively encouraged, cajoled, pes-
tered and was
finally success-
ful in getting
the remains
from the crash
site recovered
from eastern
Greenland. For
this he received
the Superior




Uncovering fliers frozen in time

Monday, November 30, 2009

By:
- ATodd South (Contact)
Sometimes Bob Pettway watches the movie and he stll
cannot believe it’s real.

The footage is on DVD now, transferred from old film long
ago. Mostly it’s dry stuff. a training video made for sailors
who would fly U.S. Navy aircrafl in the carly 1960s.

But there it is. He hits pause on the remote and, frozen in
time in his living room, is a black-and-white image — an
airplane, LA-9 on the tail fin

“Can you believe that?” he says.

The plane is a P2V-7, one in a squadron of 12 U.S. Navy
planes that scoured the seas looking for Soviet submannes
during the Cold War. One day in 1962, plane LA-9 flew out
ofits base in Iceland and never came back.

“That was their first flight out ... and they never returned
from 1t,” recalls Mr. Pettway, who was part of the squadron,
known as “Mad Foxes.”

He'd only been with the squadron about six months but knew
the men well. They worked together, played together, knew
each other's families. Silling in & hangar between missions
one of the LA-9 crew members, Norman “Fisheye™ Russell
had taught hit Morse code,

The wreckage and remains of the crew were found in 1966
on Greenland, but it tock almost 40 years before all the
remains were back in the United States and all the families
contacted,

Much of that work was done by Mr. Pettway, a Chattancoga
resident, who refused to give up on the fliers who had been
his [riends.

This month, at a dedication ceremony in Jacksonville, Fla,
for a refurbished P2V plane, the U.S, Navy honored Mr,
Pettway for his service, more than four decades after he left
the ranks and nearly 10 vears after he began bombarding the
Navy with requests to recover his fellow fliers.

He was awarded the Superior Public Service Award for his
efforts to bring these fliers home.

“1 had mixed feelings, Do vou open up old wounds of all these family members?” Mr, Pettway said. “I wrestled with that

| ABOUT THE P2V-7

* Primary function: Ocean patrol alrcraft, mine-
laying and antisubmarine warfare

* Wingspan: 103 feet, 10 Inches
* Length: 91 feet, 8 inches
* Height: 28 feet, 1 inch

- * Maximum lcaded weight: 80,000 pounds
* Maximum speed: 364 mph
Source: Lockheed Martin Corp.
CREW LOST IN THE 1962 CRASH
* Cmdr. Nerbert Kozak
* Lt. John Brown, M.D,

- * Lt 3.9. Anthony Caswick
* LE. 3.9. Michael Leahy
* LL. ).9. Badger Smith III

- * ADR2 Robert Hurst
* ATN3 Alan Millette

1 * ADR3 Frank Parker
* T3 Norman Russell, Jr,
* AQ3 Grover Wells

* AEAN Joseph Renneberg

Source: Naval Alr Statlon Jacksonvllle archives

and said, if it was me and my relatives that were up there, ['d want to go abead and get them.”

The mission




On Jan. 12, 1962, LA-9 took off on a nine-hour flight to cover I,500 miles, sweeping northwest from the air station in
Keflavik, [eeland, over the Denmark Strait, then looping back to Keflavik, according to Navy reports,

But as squadron commanding officer Capt. Bob Smyth’s journal recounts, “Winter weather in Iceland is very unpredictable
— in an hour it can go from a hellish arctic blizzard to a *springtime in the Rockies” kind of day.”

His journal entry recounts the events from the air station that day after the plane took offat 8 a.m.

“At 1130 we still had no contact,” he wrote, “Every radio station in Iceland, Greenland and Europe was trying to contact
LA-9. The clock crept ahead — no position reports. [ts estimated armival ime of 1600 passed, but LA-9 did not retum.”

Up to 16 aircraft at one time searched the seas and coastlines for a week but found nothing. Mr. Pettway said everyone
assumed the plane went down in the ocean,

Four years later — in 1966 — Dr. Kent Brooks and a team of Oxford University geologists were trekking across the eastem
coast of Greenland to test mineral samples when they found the wreckage ofa plane and remains of the crew,

The team notified the Navy and, within a month, a Navy g
search crew made 1t to the site to investigate. Winter had
begun and more than 2 feet of snow covered much of the
remains. The team had less than 24 hours to gather what
they could. according to reports.

Of the 12-member crew, seven were identified using
technology available at the ime, A mixhure of the
unidentified remains went into a plot at Arlington
National Cemetery with the names of the five men who
could not be identified.

Far the 12 families, the squadron and the Navy, the story |
had ended.

But decades later, they would leam that the 1966

recovery mission was only the first chapter. Staff Photo by Lesley Onstott
Bob Pettway, a U.S. Navy veteran, poses with

a knock at the door awards he received from the Navy for his efforts in
retrieving the remains of men who went down in a
crash in 1962.

Patty Masciantoni remembers eating cereal in her home in
Jacksonville, Fla., when there was knock at the door. She
was 6 then and she had a different name, the same as her
daddy’s — Cmdr. Norbert Kozak, the pilot of the LA-9.

The search ended, and the Navy listed the crew as presumed
dead. Mrs. Masciantoni's mother had to move off the base.

“1 remember asking her, ‘Why are we moving?™ she said. “I
was thinking he was going to come back.”

Eventually Cmdr. Kozak would return, but it would take
almost 40 years.

M. Pettway left the Navy and later started a career with the ULS. Secret Service. For 26 years he protected the president and
other dignitaries and tracked counterfeiting operations, the last 13 years in Chattanooga.




A few years after he retired in 2000, curiosity got the better of him. He had stayed in touch with some of his Navy buddies,
and he and his wife wenl to rexmions for the old squadron. He'd always wondered what happened with the LA-Y crew, the
crash, the crash site and anything else he could learn.

So he tracked down a mailing address for Dr. Brooks in Copenhagen, Denmark, and sent him a letter that included his -
mail address,

“In lus very first e-mail to me, he told me about going back in 1995, Mr. Pettway said.

In that expedition, Dr. Brooks had flown over the crash site and seen exposed human remains atop the ice. Mr. Pettway said.
The doctor had contacted Greenland, who told the U S, Navy about the discovery but, as far as Mr. Pettway could find,
nothing had been done.

“That didn’t sit real well with me,” he said.

So he decided to do some work himself.

1 thought, naively, all you got to do is dial up the Navy and tell them they’re there and they'll get them,” he said “T found
ouf that isn't the way it works.”

The former Secret Service agent knew it would be an uphill battle, but one werth the fight.
“To get what you want sometimes you have to make enough noise,” he said,

The fight would take mountains of paperwork, national media attention and countless e-mails, but four vears later the Navy
sent an icebreaking-ship into the area and a crew with forensic scientists cellected all remains from the site.

Thoese remains were returned in 2004,

Mrs. Masciantoru said learning that some of her father's remains were left on the ice angered her. That they would be left
behind, then not recovered after the 1995 discovery, shocked her. She since has talked with & mermber of the 1966 recovery
crew and learned of the challenges they faced in the operation, she said.

She said the four-year process for recovery and the last five years working for DNA matching of the remains — completed
for all 12 crew members this spring — were “emotionally draining.”

“There were times | just wanted to give up,” she said. “But then there would be Bob with another e-mail. If he had not taken
the role that he did, I don’t think it would have happened.”

She credits Mr. Pettway most for bringing her father home to rest.

“He 1s just an extraordinary man,” she said. “1 know Bob must bave been discouraged at times, but he would always sign his
e-mails with, *“We will prevail "™

But even after nearly half a century, the story has not ended.

“The final closure 1s still coming,™ Mr. Pettway said,

Remains of the other seven crew members will be buried in the plot that now holds the five previonsly unidentified fliers”
remains sometime early next year,

Mr. Pettway plans to be there.
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Weekend warrior: B-25J bomber connected
East Tennesseans

Bought by OR workers, Sunday Punch piloted by Knoxville man in WWII
By Fred Brown

Sunday, March 21, 2010

The Sunday Punch was a knockout.

She wasthe latest B-25J bomber off America's assembly line in the late months of

World War IlI. Light, shapely, her military job was low, close-in support work, and there was plenty of
wallop in her well-formed frame.

Purchased by Oak Ridge workers in 1945, the Sunday Punch arrived in India in time to make a
difference in the China-Burma-India theater in which Allied forces were slowing the Japanese army's
retreat into India.

And totop it all off, she was piloted for at least half of her CBI missions by 1st. Lt. Tom Evans of
Knoxville.

Evans, 87, was a 22-year-old first lieutenant when he got his initial glimpse of the Sunday Punch, a
Mitchell medium bomber. She had just arrived at his base near Karachi, India.

The Sunday Punch shimmered with silvery armor along her well-formed lines and

bristled with thin fingers of 50-caliber machine gunsin her nose and along her cheeks, just beneath the
cockpit on each side ofthe aircraft.

Up top in the turret, she had two more 50 calibers that could point forward toward an oncoming enemy
fighter, or 360 degrees as well.

The pilot operated 12 of her 18 guns, says Evans.
He smiles. "l just pushed with my thumb, and they fired," he says.

Two side guns and a tail gunnerrounded out her formidable array. And she carried a full complement of
bombs.

The back-story ofthe Sunday Punch is just pure East Tennessee.

http://www lknoxnews.com/news/2010/mar/2 1/ no-headline---0322 1 0sundavpur®
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(HE B-25 “SUNDAY PUM n"

COMBAT: CHINA-HURMA-INDIA

In 1945, Oak Ridge construction workers building the K-25 plant were asked to donate two Sunday
paychecks in order for the military to purchase a bomberto help with the war effort.

The cost was $250,000. The workers figured they could handle that with just two Sunday paychecks,
since most were earning $1.50to $3.50 per hour.

Atthe time, Oak Ridge was alive with people, upwards of 80,000, building plants and working on a
secret war weapon.

John Clark, 88, of Oak Ridge was a journeyman pipe fitter for Poe Piping Co. and was one who
donated his paycheck for two Sundays- Feb. 4 and Feb. 11.

"And | was glad to doit. | feel like | helped my country twice. | volunteered forthe Army during World
War Il and | came home to work at Oak Ridge,” says Clark.

Although he wasin the Army, he says he was lucky and was not sent overseas. He was able to return
home to Cookeville on a family hardship discharge to help his mother and a sister.

After returning home, he hitched ridesto Oak Ridge to find a job at the new Y-12 plant under
construction.

Later, he says, he wasn't making enoughmoney at Y-1 2, so he took a job with Poe andbecame a
pipefitter making $3.50 per hour working at K-25.

The Sunday Punch, which got her name from the Sunday punch card paychecks and the power she
packed in her amament, was officially christened March 18, 1945, at Knoxville's Municipal Airport,
what is now McGhee Tyson Airport.

Clark was there to watch the plane he helped purchase take off for World War |1

Evans, a 1941 Knoxville High School graduate and the son of its principal, W.E. Evans, was already in
India with the 10th Army Air Force, 12th Bomb Group, 81st Squadron.

The Sunday Punch had been on the airbase awhile and Evans had noidea she was purchased by
Oak Ridge workers.

But a friend from Knoxville, Lt. William Ghormley, gave Evans a bunch of newspapers from home and
there he sawthe story ofthe Oak Ridge workers and the Sunday Punch.

"l went straight to my colonel and told him | wanted to be assigned to the Sunday Punch, since it was
bought and paid for by Oak Ridge workers."”

The next day, Evans wasindeed in the pilot's seat ofthe medium bomber, revving up for a mission.




Her nose art was hard to miss: Tiger teeth bristled menacingly on the nose. Justto the side ofthe big
teeth a pretty pinup held a champagne glass of punch. The name "Sunday Punch”was painted on the
armor plate of steel beneath the cockpit.

Beneath that were the words: "Purchased by cash donations of workers of West Oak Ridge, Tenn.”

She became part ofthe "Battering Rams"” Squadron ofthe 12th and was used to support British troops
in their drive from Mandalay southward through Burma.

The squadron bombed bridges, marshalling yards and made life miserable for Japanese truck convoys
from a base nearthe Burma-India border.

While the twin-engine Mitchells flew the lower mountain ranges, the big four-engine

hombers flew over "The Hump"in dangerous missions atop the earth in the Himalayan Mountains.

"Flying "The Hump'was called the 'aluminum trail,’ " says Evans. "That's because there were so many
crashes in bad weather going over those mountains.

"l was having a good time. It was like a truck driver. You hauled aload and deliveredit,” he says with a
chuckle.

In all, Evans flew 28 missions in the CBI, about half ofthem in the Sunday Punch.

"She never got a hole in her,” says Evans. "We saw plenty of puffs of smoke tothe

right of us, to the left of us and in the front of us. We got the idea they (Japanese) knew we were up
there,”he says with a laugh.

Afterthe war, Evansremainedinthe U.S. Air Force Reserves and then laterbegan a

car-parking firm with his father-in-law, Ed Schmidt. Safety-Park Inc. operated out ofthe old Pryor Brown
building in downtown Knoxville. He and his partners sold to Central Parking System in 1988, the year
Evans retired.

On Saturday, Tom Evans will be reunited in a way with the Sunday Punch when he receives a 1/48th
scale model ofthe plane built by members of the Knoxville Scale Modelers Association.

Fred Brown is a freelance contributor to the News Sentinel.

THE B-25 “SUNDAY PUNCH”
- B
A WARBIRD FROM OAK RIDGE
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M MR Cobb County Civic Center

%._\ = == 4{/ Marietta, Georgia

4 New Gold, Silver, Bronze Judging!
120 vendor tables filled with all sorts
of plastic and resin goodies!

R3 REGIONAL
Shecial Themed:

The Fabulous 50’s — any model representing a 1950°s subject.
Korean War « Aircraft + Automotive « Armor * Sci-Fi * Ships * Figures

IPMS Metro Atlanta

Atlanta Model Expo 2010
1508 ROSWELL RD + MARIETTA, GA 30062

jdcorley@bellsouth.net

www.ipmsmetroatianta.org
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SATURDAY Middie Tennessee NOV 6 2010

MODEL GONTEST

RUTHERFORD GOUNTY AGRICULTURAL GENTER
315 JOHN RICE BLUD, MURFREESBORO, TN 37129

Doors open for vendors @ 6:30am * Doors Open to the public @ 8am e Registration from 8am to 12:00pm
Judging begins at 12:30pm ¢ Awards presentation at 4:00pm * Hall must be vacated by 6pm

www.IPMSMIDDLETENNESSEE.com

FOR ADDITIONAL INFO PLEASE CONTAET:

Novus Henry ® 322 Mandella Way ¢ Murfreesboro TN 37127 * (615)-478-2305 * nhenryjr@belisouth.net
Tom Winter ¢ (615) 479-7737 ¢ a330driver@bellsouth.net




