
 

 1 

Volume # T-39A April 2010 

Our next meeting will be on Monday, April 19th 

at 7:00 pm, at HobbyTown USA near Hamilton 

Place Mall.   

Our Next Meeting: Lynn Petty - Chapter Contact 

9018 Oak Haven Drive 

Chattanooga, TN  37421 

hlpetty@Comcast.net 

Well this is shaping up to be a MEGA 

issue!  The past few weeks has been a 

very active modeling season!  Lots has 

been going on with a series of shows and a 

lot of things to come.  From a great 

meeting last month, to a couple of shows, 

Horton‟s historical modeling, some 

interesting side notes here and there, a 

personal return to actually completing a 

model (or two!).  This Month‟s meeting is 

also shaping up to be a great one!  Horton 

will present his Neptune model to Bob 

Pettway  (see article)   We also need to talk 

a bit about a show IN CHATTANOOGA  

(see article)    

A Few Photos from last 

Months’ Meeting 

UPCOMING EVENTS DATE 

IPMS/Memphis -  Kingcon 2010   May 29, 2010 

Atlanta Model Expo 2010 - Region 3 

Convention  

June 25-26, 2010 

IPMS National Convention  Phoe-

nix, AZ 

8/4-7/2010 

IPMS/Huntsville Oct ???, 2010 

IPMS Murfreesboro Show Nov 6, 2010 
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Two in a Row….. 

 

Knoxville.  The Tabler Challenge.  To make a long story at least not so long, as the issuer of the original challenge 

(and self appointed Commissioner and Grand Pooh Bah) I‟ll take just a moment.  There‟s this guy, Jeff Tabler, in 

Knoxville I met probably about 8 years ago.  He‟d show up at model shows, and always talked about building models, 

but never had anything to show for the talk.  And then at the Knoxville show last year he had an amazing Polikarpov I-

16 in 1/72 scale and he won his class.  And then he won his class with it at the Nationals.  So it turns out this guy not 

only does build, he builds GOOD.  At dinner on Saturday evening before the awards presentation at Nationals (so we 

didn‟t know he‟d won yet) and I was trying to figure out how to get him to actually finish another model inside of 14 

years.  So I challenged him.  We‟d each build a 1/72 single engine fighter to be displayed at the Knoxville show this 

year.  Whoever didn‟t finish had to buy dinner.  A week or two later I invited Mike Driskill (another Knoxville guy) and 

Lynn Petty to participate.  Well, one thing leads to another, and I didn‟t start my build until January.  At least I was 

ahead of “Glacial” Petty, who didn‟t start until a couple weeks later.  A week before the show, both the Knoxville par-

ticipants threw in the towel and capitulated.  Petty however, was still feverishly trying to get across the finish line.  I 

called Lynn at about 8 o‟clock on the Friday night before the show to rib him a little and he admitted it might be a late 

night.  It wasn‟t until I showed up Saturday that “Glacial” became “Sandbagger”.  It turns out that our fearless leader 

wasn‟t working on just one Fw 190, but two!  Granted he had to stay up until 4am finishing, and he was caught nap-

ping during the show, but he had two builds completed.  Some of you have known Lynn longer than I, but I don‟t think 

I‟ve ever seen him complete two models in a year, let alone a quarter!  So, long story longer…Lynn and I got free din-

ners after the show. 

 

The show?  It was pretty good.  Attendance was better than last year, which is always a good thing.  We also had a 

first timer along with us.  Phil Chandler decided to come with us and entered his first IPMS competition, and brought 

back some awards for his work.  In fact, we all did pretty well and came back rewarded for our efforts, capped by a 

Best Armor award for Tom‟s (yeah he went too!) Marder (a real silk purse from a Sow‟s Ear!) and a Best Aircraft 

award for my Canberra.   

 

Anniston.  Death and Destruction on I-59.  The weekend after Knoxville was the Anniston show.  I drove alone, but 

took some of Tom‟s models so he could support the show in absentia.  I downloaded driving directions and took off at 

9.  Everything was going fine and I was rolling down 59 thinking exit 81 (or maybe it was 181).  As I was rolling up on 

exit 85 (or was it 185), I checked my directions and saw I really wanted exit 88 (it was 188).  Right about then, the 

road surface really got bad.  Like knock your fillings out bad.  So I get off on exit 185, turned around, and headed back 

north.  And as I was headed back north I began to worry.  I was on the portion of 59 that is down to one lane each 

way on the South bound lanes.  As I got to exit 188, my fears were realized.  There was no way to get to the exit from 

the lane I was in, and the next exit was 17 miles up.  So with about 45 extra miles under my wheels I finally pulled into 

the Anniston Meeting Center.  I don‟t have any fillings to rattle loose but the road was model killing bad.  The models 

in Tom‟s box were a mess.  His armored car was under, and acting as nose gear for his Arrado 234.  I did manage to 

get to some superglue and get the nose gear repaired (it took the OOB award in a really deep category despite the 

damage), got everything out on the tables and settled in for the rest of the day.  The show was pretty small and very 

light on armor, cars, figures and miscellaneous entries.  The aircraft entries were down as well, but the competition 

was STIFF and there were very few easy categories to judge.  My guess for the low turn out is that it was Easter 

weekend.  After a stint of judging, it was time to see how everything fared.  Once again Tom and I were well rewarded 

for our efforts.  The ride home was a bit smoother when I found the shoulder of the road was in better shape than the 

road itself. 
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And now that there are a couple months until the trek to Memphis at the end of May, it‟s time to make some pro-

gress on some new projects.  Anyone want to go to Memphis? 

I trust that Lynn has included suitable pictures from Knoxville, „cause I didn‟t really get much, but here‟s some high-

lights from Anniston: 
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A Few Photos from the Knoxville Show 
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A Few More Photos from the Knoxville Show 

Sunday Punch—See article 
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Horton Herrin has arranged for a guest to attend our next meeting.  A recent newspaper article 

gave Horton an idea for a model.  He has often built model airplane for and about people he 

knows.  In this case he has built a model of a P2V 

Neptune in his usual scale of 1/72.  Mr. Pettway was 

featured in an article in the Times Free Press regarding 

his participation in the original search and later his per-

sistence in urging the recovery of the crewmen from a 

Neptune that crashed in 1966.  Reproduced below are 

photos that were taken at an expedition ot the crash 

site as well as a photo of Horton and the model he built 

and plans to present to Mr. Pettway.  He is gong to do 

that presentation at our next meeting. 

 Horton has modeled the Neptune LA-9 of VP-5 

which crashed in January of 1962.  Mr. Pettway, a 

member of VP-5 at the time participated in the original 

search and rescue which was unsuccessful.  He had 

known and befriended many members of the missing 

crew prior to that fateful day.  Through the years, in-

cluding the time after his career as a secret service 

agent, Mr. Pettway actively encouraged, cajoled, pes-

tered and was 

finally success-

ful in getting 

the remains 

from the crash 

site recovered 

from eastern 

Greenland.  For 

this he received 

the Superior 
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