
 1 

Volume # FW-190A6/R-11 February 2011 

Our next meeting will be on Monday, February 

21st  at  7:00 pm, at HobbyTown USA near 

Hamilton Place Mall.   

Well guys we did it! 

January 22 came and went in a flash!  It took me a 

few days to wind down as I’m sure it did everyone!   

How do you write it up in the newsletter?  You 

really can’t……  We were of course overwhelmed 

with more models than anyone ever imagined!  

That caused some wrinkles we didn’t expect, 

Our Next Meeting: Lynn Petty - Chapter Contact 

9018 Oak Haven Drive 

Chattanooga, TN  37421 

hlpetty@comcast.net 

UPCOMING EVENTS DATE 

AMPS Atlanta & Model Soldier 

Show 

Feb 18-20, 2011 

MTMA  - Cookeville Mar 12 , 2011 

IPMS/Knoxville Mar 26, 2011 

Phantom Phurball—Anniston Ala-

bama 

April 16th, 2011 

KING-CON  (Memphis) May 28, 2011 

IPMS/Warner Robins June 4, 2011 

IPMS/Marietta June 25, 2011 

Well It’s A Wrap! 
including running long on the awards time.  

Everyone I’ve talked to has shown complete 

understanding.(See Mike's report on the next 

page!)  I saw a lot of folks really step up to make 

sure things went as well as they did and I’m very 

appreciative of it!!   

There are a lot of photos from the show in this 

issue.  I’ve got Dave’s complete set of photos into 

a PowerPoint show.  I’ll bring the laptop to the 

meeting next week and we’ll keep those running to 

show along with our review of the day. 

A lot of us have been talking in terms of an “After 

Action Report” in fact we’ve been seeking out 

comments from near and far. 

Anyway this issue has turned into an 18 page 

Whopper!  Not just out show but a lot of 

advertisements for upcoming shows in the region, 

(there is a lot going on!!) a report on the show in 

Birmingham, and a short product report.  Enjoy! 

 

This Issue 
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A Look Back…A Look Ahead 
Ok, for now, I’m looking back.  And honestly, looking ahead too!  I know I sent out an email to everyone on Lynn’s email 
address list to say thanks for such an excellent effort. 

My only regret from the day is that I really didn’t see much of the models or my friends.  I suppose it goes with being the 
nominal Show Chairman, as well as perhaps the chief rabble rouser getting the show idea rolling downhill (or is that up 
hill?).  What ever the case, we can all take a deep breath and pat ourselves collectively on the back and say a rousing WELL 
DONE.  We not only held our first show, we did a great job of it.  And we tried a lot of new things. 

 

I’ll have a much more comprehensive report on the show to pass out to everyone at the next club meeting, but here are a 
few factoids: 

 

Entrants – 83 

Models on the tables – 487 

Gold Medals – 99 

Silver Medals – 199 

Bronze Medals – 127 

Number of complaints – 0 

 

Seriously.  I got up Sunday morning and started checking the internet forums, Hyperscale, Aircraft Resource Center, IPMS, 
etc.  I was expecting to see some less than glowing posts.  I figured that at the very least, there would be a group that was 
not at all happy that we ran long, or someone thought the awards were not up to snuff, or they really didn’t like….well, suf-
fice to say, there was none of that.  Same thing Monday, and Tuesday.  And when I started letting folks know what we were 
doing to make sure they got the medals they deserved, all the responses I got were very positive. 

 

Make no mistake, it wasn’t perfect.  We can do better.  But for the first time out we did great, and we have a ton to be 
proud of.  So come on to the next meeting, and we can rehash the glory, and I’ll give you the full report! 

 

 

Mike 

 

A Short Show Report by Mike Moore 
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Chattanooga Model Show  

Photos by David Wells unless otherwise noted 
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Chattanooga Model Show  

Photos by David Wells unless otherwise noted 



Magic City Flying Circus 2011 

 

The Birmingham Phantom Phlashers presented the second annual Magic City Flying 

Circus model contest at the Southern Museum of Flying a week ago.  Apparently very 

few folks heard about it.  I understand there were some weather concerns (really? Come 

on guys the weather really wasn’t anywhere near to bad enough that folks needed to feel 

like they should stay home for safety.).  But seriously, the event was tragically under 

attended.  And it’s a real shame because the museum is a unique place to host the show,  

 

      

 
 

 

and the boys from Birmingham know how to do it.  So why was it so poorly attended?  

Weather?  See my earlier comment?  Folks didn’t like the first one?  That’s a shame, I 

thought it was enough fun to make the drive again this year.  Overload?  Our show was 

just a couple weeks before, Jaxcon was the same day in Jacksonville, which no doubt 

drew folks from the Atlanta area and south, the Atlanta Figure and AMPS show is 

coming next weekend.  I’m thinking that overload and saturation may be the real reason.  

Which is one reason we worked so hard to be different.  When there is a lot of 

competition, it helps to stand out. 

 

Just how many 

shows do you go 

to that you can  

see…… 

A VC Sniper taking 

aim???? 

 

It actually took me 

several hours to notice 

this guy! 



Ok, so the show was small.  On the up side, it looks like I-59 may slowly be getting 

better.  Slowly.  The vending was also good.  At least I managed to snag a bunch of stuff 

I SWEAR I want to build, which may again be for sale at a later show.  Honestly, I 

bought it all with the best of intentions.  They also tried having a few display only tables.  

An effort I wish I had been aware of before heading out.  I’m strongly in favor of display 

only tables, and I would have done my best to support that effort.  At any rate kudos to 

them for having the display tables. 

 

And while there weren’t many models, there were some very nice ones, as there always 

are.  I hope the museum and the Phantom Phlashers don’t give up on this show.  It is  nice 

one and I’d like to see it get a shot at getting past the sophomore blues! 

 

 
 

 

One of the  

nice things 

about display 

only tables… 

I’ve seen this  

rust bucket 

before.  But 

it’s nice 

enough that 

it’s always 

nice to see it! 



 
 

  
 

 
 

Jerry 

Creager’s 

winning 

Siemens 

Schukert 

Leave it to the  

Photographer to  

miss the feature 

that won me the  

most realistic  

finish award with 

this DR 1…the  

streaked finish  

on the wings!  

Looks like  

Airfix is  

Putting out 

some nice kits 

these days! 
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Plastic Sanding Needles by Lynn Petty 

I try to be on the lookout for modeling tools that will help speed up my building.  I spotted these recently and 

thought I’d share. These are manufactured by Alpha Abrasives.  The product  is a plastic needle about the 

size of a knitting needle but coated with a abrasive powder.  I purchased the packages labeled Medium (240 

grit  Blue) and Fine ( 320 grit White).  The Coarse sticks do not appear to be useful for a 1/72 scale model.  

A dozen sticks cost near $6.   The pointy end of the needle  is really slightly flexible.  The rods are molded 

and mine were slightly out of round having a seam.  The seam was easy to keep out of the way and in fact 

guided me on which way the needle would flex.  The points helped sand little odd places like around the tail 

wheel strut of a FW-190.  These jewels can really focus your smoothing efforts into small concentrated ar-

eas.  The general shape is particularly good for sanding wing roots!  I also found you can cut or snap the rod 

into smaller lengths for use….. as long as the round shape is beneficial to your task. 

Like many good modeling companies  they have a website  www.alphaabrasives.com.  The basic company 

does a lot of industrial abrasives.  They seem to have an arm aimed directly at the modeling hobbyist.  You 

may have already used their sanding sticks or sanding pads. 
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The Atlanta Military Figure Society has a really neat postcard to use to advertise 

their show.  Above is a scan of the front and back of the card.  Check it out, think 

about something like this for us next year maybe, and check out the AMPS flyer on 

the next two pages.  There will be a TEST for what is similar between these two 

shows. 
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Model Meeting Road Trip 

Well here’s a report of a different nature!  Under the pretense of interviewing Mike Driskill for a run down from his perspec-

tive of our show and delivering the table extenders for their show, Mike Moore and I drove up to one of the Knoxville crowd’s 

meeting nights a week or so ago.  If you’ve ever visited another club’s meeting  it is a hoot.  It’s kind of like visiting Great Brit-

ain.  Things are kind of similar…... and kind of different.  If you ever order a biscuit in England see what you get, it’s more like a 

cracker.   Same sort of thing.   Anyway we drove up for an evening and were unfortunately about a half hour late.  We had din-

ner with Mike, Jeff Tabler was late but we made up for that by going for another snack after the Knoxville club meeting where 

he wouldn’t be late.  Above is a photo from their meeting.  Apparently the room is used also for War-gaming.  And yes if you 

didn’t know, the Knoxville crowd meets in the HobbyTown USA at Turkey Creek.  Their meetings are a lot like ours.  You hear 

folks talking about the differences in various fighters, the latest kits they’ve acquired , and the same stuff as we do.  One thing 

they do different is a little “show and tell” where the models on the table are presented for all to see and they go around the 

room giving time for the respective builder to talk a few minutes about their own work.  It was an interesting way to do things 

and keep the focus on the modeling aspect of things.  They talked about their show, and yes it is one to make it to!  In fact 

they talked a bit about their show for this year and next year.   We s;pent time after the meeting taling with several of the 

guys who helped judge and attended our show.  We got noting but encouragement!  Always fun to spend time with modelers, 

even if you have to drive a bit.  But the best news of all… look for a new 1/72 collection as a joint entry in the future!!!! 
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