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Volume # KB-29F November 2011 

Our next meeting will be on Monday, November 

21st at  7:00 pm, at East Brainerd Church of Christ.  

7745 East Brainerd Road, Chattanooga, TN  37421.  

Please make a special effort to attend.  We’ll be 

talking and planning a lot about the show and we’ll 

need “all hands on deck” to take up the task at 

hand.   And the annual Christmas Party is not too far 

away ——- See page 3. 

Last month’s meeting was well attended with al lot 

of folks picking up their Airfix kits for the Group 

build.  Additional orders were taken after folks 

looked at the quality of the new Airfix Spitfires!  

Page 2 includes several photos from the meeting.  

Including one impromptu photo of a group planning 

session for the dash to Pensacola for the annual 

Blue Angels Homecoming and CoNA (Centennial of 

Our Next Meeting: Lynn Petty - Chapter Contact 

9018 Oak Haven Drive 

Chattanooga, TN  37421 

hlpetty@comcast.net 

Naval Aviation) show.  Elsewhere in this issue are 

lots of tidbits including a run down of the 

Murfreesboro show, a techno geek article, and flyers 

from shows around the area next year.   And The new 

HobbyTown is now Open!  Mike Moore and I ran by and 

met Je-Ann.  Many of you will recognize her from the old 

HobbyTown!  The store is bigger and a meeting room will 

later be available.  Je-Ann was very agreeable to our club 

meeting there.  We’ll plan to start that in February just 

after our show! 

The News and This Issue 

UPCOMING EVENTS DATE 

IPMS/Murfreesboro 11/05/2011 

IPMS Chattanooga Christmas Party 12/16/2011 

IPMS/CHATTANOOGA 1/21/2012 

Cookeville Model Show 3/10/2012 

IPMS/Knoxville 3/24/2012 

Anniston Al 4/12/2012 

IPMS Louisville 5/19/2012 

IPMS Warner Robins 6/9/2012 

IPMS Nationals 2012  Orlando 8/8-11/2012 
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Pensacola Planning 

David  Wells Italian racer 

The Engine for David  Wells Italian racer before 

your ham fisted editor picked it up!!!!! 

The work of Horton 

Herrin 

Mike’s SE-5a 

Photos from Our October 

Meeting 
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OAK HAVEN 

9018 OAK HAVEN DRIVE 

CHATTANOOGA, TN 

37421  

653-3453  7TH HOUSE ON THE 

LEFT 

HERE! 

From Chattanooga on I-75 take the Collegedale Exit (#7A) and go on the 

ramp (east) to Jenkins Road.  Turn right on Jenkins and go 2.3 miles to the 

traffic light at Standifer Gap Road.  Turn left.  Go approx 1.5 miles and 

watch for Quail Run Subdivision on the left.  Go past it but slow down this hill!  

Turn right onto Oak Shadow Drive; right on Allegheny, & right onto Oak Haven  

MODELS    MOVIES    DVDS     MUNCHIES     BOOKS    MODELERS 

Lynn Petty: 

423-653-3453 

 

Date:  12/16/11 

 

Time: 6:00 PM (Or 

Whenever) Till….. 

Pot Luck—Finger Foods --

Soft Drinks as always……... 

SPECIAL NOTE—
New Direc-

tions—  Shallowford & Jen-

kins Intersection is Under 

Re-construction and is 

CLOSED 
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I've started experimenting with Flory/Promodeler clay-based washes; they work great! They are available in 

the US from Sprue Bros. Here's a picture of a Pzkfw. III with some of it on there; I've probably wiped off too 

much; the thing's looking a little too clean. But if you look at the detail, you'll see the shadowing effect of the 

wash. Once you've let your gloss coat dry really well (after a few days), you just brush the stuff on all over 

and it runs into all the right places. Then you wipe it off where you don't want it. It's a whole lot easier than 

trying to get oil washes into little places with a brush. Anyhow, I thought you might want to throw this into 

the newsletter. I plan to bring the kit to the next meeting and, btw, if anybody wants the figures they can 

have them (this is from the old Tamiya III kit). 

Thanks! 

 

Flory/Promodeler Clay-Based Washes 

 By David Beckmann 
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It is said Imitation is the most sincere form of flattery.  If that’s so we were complemented as the guys in IPMS/Middle Ten-

nessee put their own spin on our GSB  style of a contest.  The November 5th show was well attended as vendors and models 

filled the hall.  Several of  our members were up there to enjoy the day.  Jeff took the opportunity to wrestle up a few more 

vendors for our show.   

Murfreesboro Show 

Tom Gaston’s rebuild of Foster Powell’s 

1/24th Stuka 
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A Different Kind of Model Show…. 

Gold, Silver, Bronze Judging—Check our website 

for judging guidelines 

Revised display format—grouped by genre 

Vendors & Raffle!!!! 

Models eligible for entry:  If we ain’t seen it at a 

Chattanooga show...BRING IT In other words, if it 

wasn’t entered last Year, bring it this  year! 

Presented By Chattanooga Scale Modelers 

Location: 

East Brainerd Church of Christ 

7745 East Brainerd Road 

Chattanooga, TN   37421 

Take I-75 Exit 3 (from the north) or 3A (from the 

south) and go east 1.6 miles 

For More Information   www.chattanoogascalemodelers.com 

General Contact – Mike Moore   maxwinthrop@yahoo.com 

Vendor Contact – Jeff Mattheiss   emilyshouse@juno.com 

Last year we had nearly 500 models on display.  There is no doubt that was great to see, and we’d like to see it 

again, and we suspect so would you!  However, judging 500 models in the time allotted clearly wasn’t feasible.  We 

are working on ideas to make thing work more smoothly, and will get details posted on our website as we develop 

them, but rest assured we are working hard to assure that we can stay on schedule for our sophomore effort.  But 

plan on bringing any model you didn’t bring last year.  Lots of models = Lots of fun! 
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Hello, 
Since we have quite a few new members in the club (and maybe for the older members, too) I wanted to 
take time to let you know a little about myself. Sometimes I say things at club about my home life that may 
not seem clear or just downright strange to some. Please allow me to explain. 
My oldest daughter was born with spina bifida. Our family has a large history because of this. Thus, a lot of 
times when the County Government does it's United Way fund raising campaigns, I am asked to explain 
our family situation and how UW has helped us out over the years. Specifically I talk about the Boehm 
Birth Defect Center but other UW agencies help us as well. This year one of our workers made a video for 
internal use to help the fund raising drive. I asked Lynn if I could share this with the club so you all could 
know a little about where I'm coming from. Now, please, this IS NOT a request for any donations although 
you may feel free to do so. I just thought that this was a nice, brief, video that explains a little about my 
home life so you'd know why I say things that don't seem "normal" about my family. Please feel free to ask 
any questions that you wish.  
Thanks for your time and patience. 
Jeff Mattheiss (AKA Lt. Gray) 

 
 

Jeff Mattheiss with the Hamilton County Clerk's office, discusses the Walter Boehm Birth Defects Center, a 

United Way member agency. 

Go to: http://www.hamiltontn.gov/unitedway/ 

(As of this date the link above only works if you are on the Hamilton County network. Jeff’s video will be available by DVD or link 

at a later date - Ed.) 

From Jeff Mattheiss 

http://www.hamiltontn.gov/unitedway/


 8 

 



 9 

 



 10 

 



 11 

 

This from Horton Herrin 

This in from Horton.  It is a cool link to a color database on the WEB 

Subject: Model paint database 

Hi, guys: This is a cool site I stumbled into. Can you attach it to, or at least the URL, the web site and 
the newsletter?  
 
Cheers, 
Horton  
 
 
http://scalemodeldb.com/paint 

I don't know if you guys have seen this yet but If you visit the Xacto website you can signup to get a free 
sample of the new Z series blade that Lynn's been talking about lately (see last month’s issue). Check it 
out. 
 
http://www.xacto.com/z-series#tab2_  
 
Dave 

This from Dave Wells  -  Get a Free Sample 

Lynn: 
 
You may want to add this to the newsletter: 
 
http://www.warbirdradio.com/2011/11/our-new-show-is-coming-soon/ 
 
Cya 

& 

Hey, Lynn: 
I just found out that Military in Scale, that lovely modelling magazine make in the UK, is available for ipads and 
iphones with an App. The best part is that the mags are half the price of the print editions (which are $10 a piece). 
Plus you can pick a free issue. I've downloaded the app, got the Sept. 2010 edition free (I liked the Pz. II on the 
cover) and bought the Dec. 2011 edition (which I have not seen on the rack yet) for $4.99. Apparently, you can also 
download issues from www.pocketmags.com if you don't have a i-product.  
David 

These from David Beckmann 

http://scalemodeldb.com/paint
http://www.xacto.com/z-series#tab2
http://www.warbirdradio.com/2011/11/our-new-show-is-coming-soon/
http://www.pocketmags.com/
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This article is a result of some e-mail banter between three individuals in our 

group.  The names have been changed to protect identities!  It was realized near 

the end of the banter that this could serve as a great technical article in our 

newsletter.  The article was assembled by reversing the order of the e-mails to 

put things chronological and changing fonts were used to delineate the three in-

dividuals "talking."  I hope you enjoy! 

OK Guys,  
Now, this is going to seem stupid so I'm saying that upfront as I expect to get some smart retorts 
to my question .  
 
In cleaning paint brushes and/or airbrushes what do you use? Yes, I know you can buy thinner 
BUT those things aren't very big and I was thinking along the lines of buying a larger bottle of min-
eral spirits, denatured alcohol, or acetone at Wal-Mart as I'm sure that'd be cheaper in the long run 
than the same amount of model thinner in bottles. What do you think? I'm guessing one would be 
better than another and it may matter on the type paint used as well.  
Comments?  
 

Actually, it doesn't seem stupid at all, and I wouldn't even have said it did without your CYA statement. 

Obviously, your choice of thinner depends on what kind of paint you are using. As I use Tamiya acrylics 99% of the 

time, I'll tell you what I use to thin it, and let the other guys chime in on Model Master enamels. 

Most of the time I thin Tamiya with 70% isopropyl alcohol, and I mix it VERY thin. The Tamiya thinner is appar-

ently mostly alcohol with a little perfume added. Some guys add a couple of drops of Future or actual acrylic retarder 

to slow the drying, but I've not really found it necessary to do that. I also use the alcohol for cleanup, although Win-

dex works very well for clean up as well. Tamiya's lacquer thinner also works VERY well for thinning their acrylics 

as well (they are apparently "acrylic lacquers", which I didn't even know existed). The paint really lays down nice 

and smooth with the LT, and can tend to be a touch grainy with the alcohol, although that buffs out very well with a 

soft cloth. For clean up with the LT, I use LT from Home Depot. It's much cheaper than the Tamiya stuff, but I don't 

trust it for spraying, it may be too hot. 

That help a little? 

 
Here’s my mode of operation on my work bench. 
 
I have one quart of Ace Hardware Mineral Spirits, one quart of Ace Hardware Lacquer Thinner, one pint of Floquil 
Dio - Sol (equivalent to Testor’s Model Master Thinner in the black pint can), and at least one small bottle of Tes-
tor’s Pla Thinner. 
 
I use the Testor’s Pla Thinner bottle to clean my brushes.  I like to have two of these, with one being the older that 
has seen a lot of use, and the other being a little bit cleaner.  Use the dirty one for first dip and clean on a rag and 
final clean the brush from the newer bottle.  I also use the dirty thinner for wash on a model when I need to. 
 
 I use the Ace Hardware Mineral spirits for thinning and spraying generic Testers Pla or Pactra paint.  I use the Flo-
quil DioSol for Floquil (required!) and for thinning Testor’s Model Master.  It just seems to spray better that way.  I 
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 think the Dio Sol has A little bit of retarding agent in it to keep down dusting. 
 
I use the Lacquer thinner for cleaning my air brush of enamel paint (it really eats it up!!!!)  and on the few occasions 
I spray Lacquer paint - I use the Lacquer thinner. 
I’m saying Ace Hardware brand for the quart size cans.   They have the screw on lids instead of the very small di-
ameter plastic flip squirt lid. I strongly recommend you look for the screw on lid rather than the pop top snap on 
and off lid.  The screw on is easier to use in my opinion, especially for using an eye dropper to pull the liquid 
out.  The quart last a long time. 
THIS IS NOT HEALTHY but it is what I do.  I take a lot of safety precautions and I am an enamel paint guy. 
You may consider going the route of Acrylics!!    The ones out there today are not the old Poly-S cheap stuff.  It is 
stuff that actually works.  Mike Moore is better source on that medium than me. 
 
It's me again,  
No, I don't really "go away" that easily. Thank you for your responses. All of you had somewhat the 
same thing but different "takes" on it.  
Now, what paint do use for what? That is, do you have a preference for a type for armor as op-
posed to a type for aircraft as opposed to a type for ....? Yes, Number 2, I know you use enamels 
while Mike uses acrylics but do you have a preference and why? Yes, Number 1, I got your answer 
as I was typing this.... 
 

Nope...same paint regardless of genre. It's all plastic models. Well, OK, on the rare occasion that I do a figure, I usu-

ally use Vallejo because of it's brush painting qualities, and am going to start trying oils, at least for the skin tones. 

Oils can be blended, where as acrylics have to be layered. The reason not to use the oils overall is they take longer to 

dry. 

 

That’s part of the beauty and mystery of this hobby. What works for one guy often doesn’t work for the next. 
Some experimentation is required!!! 
My reason for enamel is simple. It is what works for me. I tried Polly-S for a short time and had bad results. My sec-
ond try into acrylics was another disaster ( I think I know now why and it was indeed operator error - not a fault of 
the paint) I suspect if I had it to start over I’d look at acrylics again. Mike gets great finishes and does stuff with that 
I don’t think I can do with enamels. 
Color availability is one key. Finding a brand of paint that has the selection of Luftwaffe or RAF or whatever colors 
is one key for some people. Those being people that don’t mix their own colors. I’m kind of a “half breed” - I like to 
lighten my colors but that is a whole nother story for another day……. 
One of the most amazing modelers I ever knew used only Testor’s Pla Gloss paint! He mixed all of his colors and 
sprayed them very well. No need for gloss coat prior to decaling. Then he sprayed on a clear flat. 
 

Yeah, ditto on what Number 2 says about individuality, and experimentation. I was astounded one day at the Hobby 

Town in Kennesaw. One of the guys in the Model department was talking to a neophyte about using an airbrush, and 

was recommending Tamyia acrylics as a good paint to start with, and the one he used most often. He then went on to 

say he uses very little thinner and often sprays straight from the bottle, whereas I probably thin at least 75%. Quite a 

difference! Of course, I don't know how good his results are because I've never seen his work. One thing I'd assume 

though is that he must spray at very high pressure, where as I spray at relatively low pressure, normally well under 15 

lbs (at least as read on my regulator). 

 

Actually, I was afraid of that answer. I wasn't looking forward to "experimenting". Maybe that's part 
of the B&W thing I need to work on..... I suspect I was attempting to determine the most "cost ef-
fective" way to get back into building..... 
 

Don’t let the experimentation thing scare you off. You can try painting a on scraps of plastic. I’ve got some old 
models in my sell box that I’ll give you to use to try your hand on for painting purposes. I’d say get a bottle of say 
flat black from each of your prospective brands and try a test strip on a wing of one of these victims models and 
see what you like. 
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 The Airfix build is a great way to test out some new techniques too ! No one expects these Airfix Spitfires (or what 
ever you choose) to be a real IPMS Nats winner. Great test ground material!!!! 

There are a lot of variables in this!!!! 
 

Which is why experimentation is critical. The most common answer I see on line for how much to thin is that the 

paint should be thinned to the consistency of skim milk. Maybe I need to get a pint of skim milk (Ava drinks fat 

free) and put some in my airbrush because I have NO IDEA what the consistency of skim milk would look like in 

my airbrush. Some of the factors that I can think of that play a part (in no particular order of importance): 

 Type of airbrush 

 Type of air supply 

 Air pressure 

 Thinning ratio 

 Ambient temperature 

 Ambient humidity 

 Type of paint 

 Type of thinner 

 Brand of thinner 

 Phase of the moon 

 Wife's mood 

 Kid's health 

General pissyness of boss on given day 

Ok, the last 3, and maybe 4 are exaggerations (maybe) but you get the point. You really do have to figure out what 

works for you, and as you do, you'll find out what you need to change when one of the variables changes subtly. I'm 

willing to bet Lynn and Tom are the same, but I mix my paint to where I THINK it needs to be, try it out on an in-

dex card or scrap plastic, and adjust mix and pressure based on the result of the test. It's not a fixed thing even with 

a lot of practice/experience. It's more of an iterative, evolutionary thing as you go. So yeah, getting out of the black 

and white frame of mind, at least as far as painting goes, will be a good thing. 

 

Well said! 
To that I’d add: 
· distance from the tip of the air brush to the surface of the model.  
That can affect the thinning ratio and the air pressure too! It depends on what you’re doing at the time. 
I keep a victim model on my work bench just to try out before I spray my main project model. I once had a F-4 
Phantom body that had lots of Luftwaffe colors on it!!!! 
I think the last three all joking aside have a direct bearing on the outcome. I’d add “my own mood” as an X factor 
in it. If I’m in the right mood I can paint all day long and have a great time. If I’m in a bad mood it’ll bleed over to 
my painting session and I’ll wind up re-doing. 
I like to compare this to old fashioned pen and ink drafting. (Black & White example ???) You expect draftsman to 
have repeatable results. A number 00 pen with a straight edge yields the same thickness of line in the same place 
every time. You’d think every drafts man’s work to look the same. But in reality it doesn’t work that way there ei-
ther. Different draftsman have different touches. Some are light handed some are heavy handed (and some don’t 
have a clue!!!) The tools only give repeatable results to a certain degree. There is an Art to Drafting as well!!! 
Modeling is a bit of three dimensional Art as well!!!! The variables are there but you control the ones you can and 
try to make the tools at hand yield the results YOU want to yield. 
 

I guess that's one of those B&W things I got to work on. My mind says it's "a flop" if I can't enter it 
somewhere.... Yeah, "re-programming"..... 
 

Oh you can enter it anywhere. Depends on the effort you put into it upfront and what your expectations are. 
I’d say start with the goal of finishing something you’re happy with. Go from there. 
Please yourself first in this hobby, don’t go building to please the judges quite yet. 
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 Why is model “philosophy” more appealing to me today than work?  Must be Monday…..after a great weekend !!! 
 

Probably the same reason(s) it is for me as well. Or at least partially. 

 It's far more interesting to me than work. I'm getting really tired of hashing out the same moisture, schedule, accli-

mation, store front, cold joint issues time and again. Any diversion is welcome! 

 I'm a WORLD CLASS procrastinator. I rarely do today what can be put off to tomorrow. 

 I work at home, so there is no boss looking over my shoulder to catch me procrastinating. I'm also not on the office 

bandwidth, so there is no IT geek to bust me either. 

I'm sure there are others, but those are the main ones… 

 

Plus I have the illusion that I’m actually accomplishing something here ….. where my work issues are, like yours per-
haps, repeats of the same thing I worked on last month and nobody took my suggestions seriously. Now they are 
asking for my suggestions again!!! Go figure….. 
I think I ought to box all these e-mails that Jeff started and put them into an article in the newsletter!!! That’s why I 
think I’m getting something done here…… 
 

I was thinking the EXACT same thing about the thread as well. Change or eliminate the names to protect the innocent, 

and put it out there in the newsletter for all to (hopefully) benefit from. 
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NAS Pensacola Trip 

We’ll have a full Power Point of the NSA Pensacola trip for a later meeting.  Bur we'll put these out as a  little teaser till that 

time!  Enjoy! 
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The Pirate Edition of The 

Plastic Whittler 


