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Our next meeting will be on Monday, February 

20th at  7:00 pm, at Hobbytown USA.  This will be 

our first meeting at the new shop and I am looking 

forward to it for a lot of reasons.  Hasn’t it been nice 

to be able to go in a local model shop and pick up a 

few bottle of paint to keep you favorite project 

moving along!!!  If you’ve been in recently you have 

seen the tripod type bulletin board that has several 

items from our newsletter posted and serves as 

advertisement for our club.  The support is much 

appreciated. 

Ans speaking of support, our show has come and 

gone now and what a sweet success it was!!!  

Everyone pulled together, pitched in and we as a 

team pulled off another successful show.  I want to 

be the first to say thanks to all!  The changes made 

to the show were a positive.  We learned a few more 

lessons and we’ll be able to pull off another next 

year!  I believe Dave Wells wil have a little slide 

show for us Monday night and we'll be able to relive 

the day.  See Mike Moore’s article that follows! 

Our Next Meeting: Lynn Petty - Chapter Contact 

9018 Oak Haven Drive 

Chattanooga, TN  37421 

hlpetty@comcast.net 

(with due respect to Freddie Mercury and Brian 

May) 

Yup, the second annual model show hosted by the 

Chattanooga Scale Modelers has come and gone.  

As the Show Chairman, it is my pleasure to thank 

everyone in the club for all you did to make the 

show another rousing success!  Once again I 

believe that our club pulled together and put our 

best collective foot forward and showed off what 

we can do.  A few numbers may be in order.  So 

here are some statistics: 

Number of entrants – 59 

Number of modelers – 252 

Gold medals awarded – 72 

Silver medals awarded – 86 

Bronze medals awarded – 64 

Aircraft models – 80 

Armor models – 55 

Car models – 116 

Ships – 3 

Figures – 20 

Dioramas – 16 

SciFi – 4 

Misc – 8 

Juniors – 6 entrants with 19 models 

Vendors – 24 vendors taking 74 ½ tables (see 

Lt. Gray for an explanation of the ½ table!) 

Show Report   Another 

One Bites the Dust 

UPCOMING EVENTS DATE 

Atlanta Military Figure Society Show 2/17-

19/2012 

Cookeville Model Show 3/10/2012 

IPMS/Knoxville 3/24/2012 

Anniston Al 4/7/2012 

Colombia SC  IPMS R-XXII 4/28/2012 

IPMS Louisville 5/19/2012 

IPMS Warner Robins 6/9/2012 

IPMS Nationals 2012  Orlando 8/8-11/2012 
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So…Both the number of entrants and the number of models were down from our incredible first show.  

Honestly, I wasn’t all that surprised that the model count was down.  After everyone emptied their display 

cases last year, they were much more limited on what they could enter this year.  I was a little disappointed 

with the lower number of entrants.  I’m sure we lost a few from last year after we ran so long and ran out of 

medals, and we can’t help that.  We did the best we could.  I’m also sure that we lost a number of folks due 

to the really nasty weather that morning.  Tornados really don’t make for good travelling weather! 

But all in all, in my mind, it was a fantastic show again.  We made some adjustments to the registration, 

model display layout, and judging procedures and all were very successful.  The number of vendors and 

vendor tables was incredible!  I had several comments during the day from show go’ers remarking on both 

the number of vendors and the quality of the vendors.  I’ve also heard from several vendors and all have 

been very positive about the show.  Even the food worked out well.  I understand that the lady who ran the 

food concession had a good enough day that she has already asked Lynn about coming back for the next 

one (and I have to admit, that Chicken Salad sandwich I had was really good!). 

But that doesn’t mean we can rest on our laurels.  There are still some things we can do better.  Judging still 

needs to run better and faster.  We really fell down on the car judging.  We had a couple of guys who really 

dug in and did a great job, but they essentially judged all 116 cars with sporadic help.  Somehow we have to 

find a way to get more of the car guys to step up and help out.  We also need to come up with a different 

name for the show.   There was a point behind the “A Look Back, A Look Ahead” when I dreamed it up for 

the first show, but the reality is that it hasn’t really panned out that way.  So we could really use a catchy new 

name.  And a couple of themes wouldn’t hurt either.  Anyone have any ideas along those lines? 

A bigger challenge is the venue.  The East Brainerd Church of Christ has been VERY good to us the last two 

years.  But this year it really felt like we were bursting at the seams.  We know of a few vendors who didn’t 

make it this year, but have said they want to make it next year.  If they do, and we get most all of this year’s 

guys back, we could be looking at 80-90 tables.  And hopefully we will have more models next year, which 

means more space for them.  There are a couple of options I’m already looking into.  One is the National 

Guard Armory (Lt. Gray has a few contacts there), another is the Colonnade (Catoosa County Convention 

Center) off Battlefield Parkway, and another is the Chattanooga Convention Center.  If anyone knows of 

other options locally, please let me know.  Something with around 15,000 square feet would be fantastic. 

I think that’s about it for now.  Once again…Congratulations guys!  We done GOOD! 
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Our own Michael Mattheiss had a hand in this.  While not a model car it is the 
first of a new model car.  I guess you can only say that here in a model club 
newsletter and everyone understands what has been said!  This is Bob 
Corker's Detroit Auto Show Serial Number 1 Buick. Honest Charlie Garage re-
built the whole thing.  
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NAME:                   TABLES:  
 
1) Dick Cowart (Dick & John’s Kits)  3 
2) Tom Winter     2 
3) Elmore Craig (Craig’s Hobbies)  6 
4) John Struck (John’s Models)           10 
5) Dave Reed     2 
6) Bud Colvin     2 
7) Paul West      1 
8) Chad Richmond/John Cornett   2 
9) Jack Mathews (MidTennHobbies)  5 
10) Al Presley (Big Al’s Bases)   1 
11) Mark Campbell     1 
12) Al Horner      4 
13) Randy Frisbee     2 
14) Dean (Dean’s Hobbies)   4 
15) Michell Timon     4  
16) Larry Weindorf (Larry’s Legions)  5 
17) Chris Merseal (CRM Hobbies)  4 
18) Roger Teague      1 
19) Buz Pezold      1 1/2 
20) Mike Driskill      2 
21) Mark Moyer     2 
22) Alex Coleman     1 
23) Paul Cotcher     4 
24) Free Time Hobbies    4 
25) Medal of Honor Museum   1 
 
TOTALS:             75 1/2  

As always a special thanks to our vendors who came and helped make our show a suc-

cess.  Indeed many people attend a model show strictly for the vending opportunity and 

perhaps see the rest of the show as secondary.  We had a very large turnout of vendors 

and it was marvelous.   Our vendors contributed the to the show not only their donation to 

the raffle but their presence made the show that much better for all attendees. 
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In the lighter moments of World War II, the Spitfire was used in an unorthodox role: bringing beer 
kegs to the men in Normandy. 
 
During the war, the Heneger and Constable brewery donated free beer to the troops. After D-Day, 
supplying the invasion troops in Normandy with vital supplies was already a challenge. Obviously, 
there was no room in the logistics chain for such luxuries as beer or other types of refreshments. 
Some men, often called sourcers, were able to get wine or other niceties from the land or rather from 
the locals. RAF Spitfire pilots came up with an even better idea. 
 
The Spitfire Mk IX was an evolved version of the Spitfire, with pylons under the wings for bombs or 
tanks. It was discovered that the bomb pylons could also be modified to carry beer kegs. According 
to pictures that can be found, various sizes of kegs were used. Whether the kegs could be jettisoned 
in case of emergency is unknown. If the Spitfire flew high enough, the cold air at altitude would even 
refresh the beer, making it ready for consumption upon arrival. 

 
 
A variation of this 
was a long range 
fuel tank modified 
to carry beer in-
stead of fuel. The 
modification even 
received the offi-
cial designation 
Mod. XXX. Propa-
ganda services 
were quick to pick 
up on this, which 
probably explains 
the official desig-
nation. 
 
 
 
As a result, Spit-

fires equipped 

with Mod XXX or 

keg-carrying py-

lons were often 

sent back to 

Great-Britain for  

Modification XXX 
 

Based on an e-mail from CAPT Jim ("Postman") Poston 

A staged shot of the Mod. XXX tank being filled. 
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maintenance or liaison 
duties. They would then 
return to Normandy with 
full beer kegs fitted un-
der the wings. 
 
TAX TIME! 
 
Typically, the British 
Revenue of Ministry 
and Excise stepped in, 
notifying the brewery 
that they were in viola-
tion of the law by ex-
porting beer without 
paying the relevant 
taxes. It seems that 
Mod. XXX was termi-
nated then, but various 
squadrons found differ-
ent ways to refurbish 
their stocks. Most often, 
this was done with the 
unofficial approval of 
higher echelons. 
 
 

In his 
book 
Danc-
ing in 
the 
Skies, 
Tony 
Jons-
son, 
the 
only 
Ice-
lancer 
pilot in 
the 
RAF, 
re-
called 
beer 
runs 
while 
he was flying with 65 Squadron. Every week a pilot was sent back to the UK to fill some cleaned-up 
drop tanks with beer and return to the squadron. Jonsson hated the beer runs as every man on the 
squadron would be watching you upon arrival. Anyone who made a rough landing and dropped the 
tanks would be the most hated man on the squadron for an entire week. 

The Spitfire had very little ground clearance with the larger beer kegs. 
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Now with all that being said and these splendid photos of the real thing in action   -  You have to ad-

mit this is a perfect choice for a model!   The invasion stripes alone  and the kegs under the wings 

make for a great story.    And of course there are the  stories about P-51 Mustangs' and Ice 

Cream…….: 

"One morning Sgt. Sing, our Squadron cook, asked me if I would help him with a project to which I 
agreed of course. He sawed a panel from the top of a paper gas tank in which we carried extra fuel - 
one that had not been used. He took the baffles out of the inside and hinged the panel he'd cut out 
so that it could be opened and closed. Into the tank he poured 50 gallons of powdered milk mix, ten 
gallons of mixed, canned fruit, ten pounds of sugar, some vanilla extract and a few other ingredients 
that I don't remember. All this was mixed thoroughly and the tank was hung under the wing of my 
plane. Sgt. Sing told me to fly up to 30,000 feet where the temperature would be about 30 degrees 
below zero F. I was to slip and skid the airplane around for half an hour to keep the contents mixed 
up until it froze, then dive down and land as quickly as possible. When I parked the airplane Sgt. 
Sing dropped the tank off the wing and opened it up to reveal ICE CREAM. Everyone had a feast." 
 
With collections of model airplanes being built to a common theme being a rage in the modeling 
world right now, how about a collection of models depicting unusual things under wings?   There’s a 


