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Volume # BR-20 June 12, 2012 

Our next meeting will be on Monday, June 18th at  

6:30 pm, at HobbyTown USA.     Our new 

meeting time seems to be working very well!   We'll 

wrap up around 8 PM and retire to someplace 

nearby to eat dinner.  Our dinner at Logan’s is 

proving to be a very popular social event. 

This issue has turned into another mega edition.  

First we have the corrected show flyer which will 

remain a fixture in our issues for the feasible 

future.  Emanuel has provided us with several nice 

photos form the recent air show and open house at 

Warner Robbins Air Force base.  Insiders know 

this was the air show where one of John Travolta’s 

planes was retired and put on display at the 

museum located adjacent to WRAFB.  And 

speaking of the Museum there...Jeff Mattheiss has 

provided us with an article on Scott Con that was 

literally held last weekend at that same location.  

Our Next Meeting: Lynn Petty - Chapter Contact 

9018 Oak Haven Drive 

Chattanooga, TN  37421 

hlpetty@comcast.net 

First of all, our annual show.  Not much to report 

here.  We’ve been to several shows since the last 

meeting (see the show reports in this issue) and 

have distributed a bunch of flyers to seemingly 

interested modelers.  We also have at least one 

additional seminar on the agenda.  Brandon Lowe 

has a good friend from Florida who was a pioneer 

in Photo Etch and is a fantastic Ship modeler as 

well so he’ll be presenting a seminar on etch and 

ship building.  I’ve also spoken with one of the 

leaders in the Atlanta Figure Society about one of 

their members putting on a figure painting seminar.  

My thought with that seminar is that it would be 

geared to the modeler who wants to be able to 

paint a credible figure for use in a diorama, rather 

than painting a show quality stand-alone figure.  

Plans for working together with the World of 

Wheels are also progressing, although no details 

have been decided.  Ok, the reality there is that we 

are playing phone tag still! 

UPCOMING EVENTS DATE 

Military Vehicle Preservation Associa-

tion & AMPS  Regional show hosted 

by AMPS/Atlanta 

6/28-30 

IPMS Nationals 2012  Orlando Florida 8/8-11/2012 

IPMS Huntsville 9/29/2012 

IPMS/AMPS/CHATTANOOGA MINI-

CONVENTION 

1/11&12/2013 

IPMS/Marietta 3/9/2013 

This Issue 

There is another article with photos from the model 

show last month at Louisville.  Mike Moore has also 

sent an article on the trip he and Tom made to the 

show in Memphis on Memorial Day Weekend.  A 

few other things fill up the odd corner here and there 

and there you go, here is your newsletter……..   But 

first show updates from Mike Moore: 

Show Update(s) 
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Now for the progress on a bid for the Nationals in 2014.  The details are coming together there as well.  

Since our last meeting I’ve had several meetings with the Convention Center and the Convention and 

Visitor’s Bureau.  The results of those meetings are pricing for the convention space, banquet pricing, misc. 

pricing, and negotiation of room rates.  All in all, I think we are in a very good position to offer a strong bid 

financially.  Given the area attractions, I think we can also have a great bid from the location standpoint.  We 

are favorably located at the intersection of two major interstates, have a local airport, and are reasonably 

close to two major airports.  There are still two or three details I’m trying to pull together and work out. 

One is themes for the show.  The Nationals always have several theme awards, and we’ll need to have 

probably 3-5 of them.  One could be WWI as it’s the 100
th
 anniversary of the start of WWI.  That would tie in 

nicely with both aircraft and armor.  Another could be Tow Trucks.  We have the Towing and Recovery 

Museum here, and Chattanooga is the home of the first tow truck manufactured here.  Another possibility, to 

tie in with Coker Tire and Honest Charlie’s Speed Shop would be a Hot Rod theme.  Another could be a Civil 

War theme given the importance of the area in the Civil War.  But I’d sure like to hear some other ideas. 

Another detail to be worked out is table rentals.  The convention center doesn’t have enough for us.  It’s an 

unfortunate fact that we use a LOT of tables.  Like 700 to 900 tables.  I’ve got a budget quote from an outfit 

in Atlanta for them, but I’d sure like to get a cheaper option, although if we had to run with what I’ve got now 

it wouldn’t kill us. 

And the final little conundrum is tours.  I would love to offer a tour of Chickamauga Battle Field, but it doesn’t 

look like there is anything other than self-guided driving tours, which would still probably be a good draw.  

We can also look into a trip to Huntsville to the Space Center.  Another thing I’m looking into is a white water 

rafting excursion.  Depending on the cost of a coach to get the group there, it is actually pretty inexpensive.  

Again, if anyone has any other good ideas for a tour, please toss it out there. 

So please, don’t hold back on ideas for the Nationals.  The more ideas we have to consider and sift through, 
the stronger our bid will be.   See you Monday! 
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Chattanooga 
ModelCon 2013 

CHATTANOOGA TRADE AND CONVENTION 

CENTER 

January 11th & 12th 2013 

New Venue and a TWO DAY SHOW! 

Gold Silver Bronze Format—Check our Website for Guidelines 

“Showcase Display” for past winners—Check our Website for Details 

New Category for Model Photography—Check our Website for Details 

Academy Club Build Challenge—Check our Website for Details 

Seminars—Check our Website for Details 

Make ‘N Take—Check our Website for Details 

Hospitality Gathering Friday Night—Check our Website for Details 

Show Rate at the Staybridge Suites next to the Convention Center—Check our Website for De-
tails 

In Other Words—Check our Website!!! 

World of Wheels—Same Weekend-Same Building—Check their Website for Details 
www.worldofwheels.info 

Show Hours 

Fri 2 - 8 PM 

Sat 8 - 4 PM ish 

General Contact—Mike Moore   maxwinthrop@yahoo.com 

Vendor Contact– Jeff Mattheiss   emilyshouse@juno.com 

Vendor Info 

8 FT—Tables 

 $25 prepay  

$30 late pay 
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Dear IPMS Chapter Contact,  

 

Please if you would share this information with your IPMS membership. It is my 2nd book focusing on in-country 

Army helicopter art and names. Thank you. 

 

You may pre-order (and receive a 33% discount) from Amazon or Barnes & Noble the September 1st, 2012 release of 

John Brennan's latest publication: "Vietnam War Helicopter Art: U.S. Army Rotor Aircraft". It is a 8.5 x 11 inch, 

208 page book, containing 300 color nose art photos from Stackpole Books. All the best, John Brennan, former SP5, 

114 AHC, 1970-71, Vinh Long AAF, Mekong Delta 
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WRAFB Open House 
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Having been to last year’s show I wanted to go back and be a part of this show again. I must say I’ve learned a few things that 
might be good to pass along. 

First – when meeting others (Lynn Petty, Mike Moore, and Ken Ward) at 6:00 AM to leave for a show, DON’T have company over 
until 1:00 AM! That may seem like a “no – brainer” to most of you but, to yours truly, as much as I like to drive I don’t really no-
tice things like that once I start talking. Yes, I can stay awake for long periods of time if I have someone to converse with. Then 
again, I believe the noise of the Cicada’s became louder as we drove farther south; no, wait, that was just Mike Moore snoring – 
never mind. 

Second – Don’t always believe computer given trip times and distances. When I looked at MapQuest it gave me the wrong exit 
number while another member (I won’t tell, El Presidente) looked up the time as a little over 4 hours. Yes, both were incorrect. 
Thankfully, said member enjoyed using his iPhone to find the correct exit number. Well, I did have the right highway number to 
exit onto. Happily, the interstate was completed the whole way there and no traffic SNAFUs hindered us like last year. Did I men-
tion I like to drive? 

The show itself did not appear to be quite as large or as well attended as last year’s show. That doesn’t mean that there weren’t 
any nice models ‘cause there were some VERY nice models. I didn’t count all the models but somewhere between 125 and 150 
would be my estimate of the total of which the majority (70 – 75%) were aircraft. Now, while that did not make the organizers of 
the show overly happy there were some benefits to that. The main benefit is that it allowed new or less experienced judges to 
get more “time in the saddle” judging wise with other more expert judges giving “pointers” to the neophyte judges. Does the 
word “Probie” come to mind? I must say that I thoroughly enjoyed teaming up with Mike Idacavage to learn how to be a better 
judge. Hopefully, I can now add my 2 cents’ worth to future shows. 

The theme of the show was Operation Torch, 1942, but very few models were entered under that theme. I think 3 aircraft was all 
I remember. Not sure why that was ‘cause there are numerous models that could’ve been done. That was not a detriment to the 
show in my opinion as the models that were there were done well. Yes, that is a GI Joe F-14. No, I don’t remember seeing it but, 
thanks to Lynn’s camera, I still get to see it. 

Another aspect of this show that was quite surprising was a “new” type of model. In our past 2 Chattanooga shows we’ve seen 
paper model buildings entered and they do look good. It was shown at this show that paper models are becoming a medium of 
their own. See the picture below the M901 ITOW (the M113 with the TOW missile launcher on top in sand colors)? ALL of those 
aircraft are made of paper. A few have plastic canopies but for the most part are all of paper. Some (like the P-51 “Old Crow”) 
look like regular plastic at first glance. Others cause you to do a double take as your mind tries to figure out what you are looking 
at. At any rate these are nice looking replicas but might generate further discussion at other levels of IPMS officialdom. 

No, that cover on the “nose needle” of the SR-71 wasn’t really that close so as to make us duck or move around it to keep from 
getting hurt. If, however, you crossed over the stanchion chain, you’re on your own. Ken Niles was showing 3 of the 4 musket-
eers (the 4th was taking the picture) his very nice 1/72 Mustang MKIII that he has in the works. Speaking of Mr. Niles, he won 
medals with his 1/72 P-51 and 1/72 Zero (pictured) plus won Best of Show with his 1/48 Fw190D-9 (not pictured – due to “not 
winning the war”). Also winning were Mike Moore with his 1/72 Su33 and Best Armor for his Aerosan. Lynn won with his Israeli F
-4E(S) and his Fw190A-8/R-11. If there were other winners from our group, I apologize for not remembering them. 

Vending was nice but that may have depended on what you were looking for. Also noticed was that, while the same number of 
tables seemed to be there from last year, the actual number of vendors appeared to be less. It also appeared that Larry from 
Larry’s Legions (books) was almost the most enjoyed vendor there (well, reference is very much appreciated by me, anyway) and 
comments were made on how much our wallets would suffer if Larry does decide to move to Chattanooga as his conversations 
would seem to indicate. 

Bottom line – this is a nice show to get experience from and also a very good show to go to with other modeling friends as, since 
it does take a little “road time”, lots of good conversation and jovial entertainment can be had.  …. And no, I didn’t get lost and I 
DID change lanes before it was “too late”…. Not withstanding the loud noises coming from the back of the van. 

Lt. Gray 

Scott Con 2012 

Photos that go with this article are on the following pages 
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SCOTT CON 
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SCOTT CON 
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SCOTT CON 
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By Mike Moore 

Exactly one week to the day after departing with El Presidente for the Louisville show, I found myself de-

parting for the Memphis show with Tom (who, if memory (( ((admittedly fuzzy) something that seems to 

come with advancing age)along with steadily worsening joint pain)oh wait, this is an article on a model 

show, not advancing age, sorry for the detour, but did I manage to get the right number of parenthesis 

here?)))))  serves is actually El Presidente Jr.).  I remember on the drive to Louisville realizing that the 

Memphis show was indeed the following weekend, the result of which ended up with me making 10 hour 

round trips to shows two weeks in a row.  I’ll let Lt. Gray (or is that Grey?  I NEVER can remember how he 

prefers it to be spelled) talk about the Warner Robbins trip.  At least there was a weekend in between 

Memphis and the 6 hour round trip to Warner Robbins. 

But OK, back on point.  Memphis.  I really wanted to get rolling in the early afternoon on Friday to help 

avoid Memorial Day traffic through Nashville.  Unfortunately, that day brought an influx of fire drills at 

work, which meant that we really weren’t able to get on the road until nearly 4 pm, which meant we could 

expect to be working our way through the 24 to 40 mess in Nashville right about 5 pm.  Not a situation that 

either of us were looking forward to.  But it is what it is.  And it was what it was.  A shockingly and re-

markably easy passage.  I don’t think we slowed down past 55 mph the whole way to Nashville. 

Missing the exit to our hotel, we decided to head directly to dinner.  Tom had a BBQ joint in mind out by 

Graceland that he remembered as being very good from his last trip out there.  So, as we’re making the 

transition from 40 to 240, I ask him out to get there.  “I don’t know, it was 2 years ago.  If I had a map, it 

would be no problem”.  Unfortunately in the age of GPS, I don’t have a single map in my car.  Not a one.  

There are obviously many justifications for the nickname Tomasauras, not just his reliance on single ac-

tion airbrush technology.  But we did find our way to the place (name of which escapes me, but it really 

isn’t hard to find.  Go past Graceland on whatever road that is, and keep going a bit and if you know the 

name, it’ll be on the right.  So now you know), and it did live up to its reputation as reported by Tom. 

Note to any and all concerned readers.  DO NOT STAY AT A HOTEL NEAR THE INTERSECTION OF I-

40 AND 1-240!  READ THAT AGAIN AND REALIZE IT IS BASED NOT ONLY ON OUR EXPERIENCE, 

BUT ALSO AFTER THE FACT CONFIRMATION FROM THE LOCALS.  To say the area is sketchy is an 

understatement.  Even the Waffle House there is of lower quality than any other Waffle House I’ve eaten 

at.  Pay the extra money and get away from there. 

On the other hand, while I can’t remember the name of the restaurant we eat at Friday evening, I can 

vouch for the quality of both it, and the Germantown Cafeteria where I went to lunch with several of the 

locals on Saturday.  I had the links plate and it was incredible.  And once again I was reminded of the 

benefits of considering more than just the contest portion of the event when going to a show.  The com-

radeship is very much a part of the experience.  Not only the food was good at lunch, the company was 

exceptional, with Rob Ervin once again providing the high light.  At one point spitballs were raining down 

on him from an unknown source.  Looking to a table next to us, he noticed an attractive woman with am-

ple assets.  So I suggested he see if he could land a spitball in between said assets.  And he then said 

there was something else he’d like to land between those assets.  To which I suggested I’d pay $10 to 

see that.  His reply was that no, I wouldn’t want to see that.  I had to agree, but realized and noted that 

what I’d really like to see is the AFTERMATH of his proposed action.  Needless to say, explaining the rea-

Pride goeth before the fall (or something like that) 
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son we were nearly on the floor in hysterics, without it getting back to the woman mentioned was a chal-

lenge.  One the group was ultimately up to.  I think… 

Oh wait, the show.  Yeah, there was a show.  It was really kind of small.  The vending for Tom and I was 

pathetically slow.  My Su-33 was a second place winner by default.  There were more than one default first 

places.  Perhaps a high point of the show for the CSM boys was the Tomasauras being awarded the Ralph 

Award (the award for the best result from the worst kit) for his Monogram P-39.  But overall, the show really 

needs to move off the holiday weekend.  The first year or two I went I don’t remember it being on the holi-

day weekend, and I remember it being a good show.  But since it moved to the holiday weekend it’s been 

on a downhill slide numbers wise.   It’s still worth going for things like the lunch and the opportunity to see 

some guys that aren’t often seen, but it’d be nice if the show were better. 

And finally, the title reference.  Funny thing.  At least the car we saw in Nashville coming home was one of 

the funniest things I’ve seen on the road in a long time.  A pimped out Smart Car.  Yup, you read that right 

too.  A Smart Car with a custom paint job, Mag wheels and smoked windows.  It really was funny, espe-

cially as I went cruising by at least 10 mph faster than it was going. 

Not so funny was when it went blowing by me at the foot of the east side of Monteagle pass.  As I saw it 

coming in the mirror, and couldn’t jump out of the right lane to block it, a four letter word slipped out, which 

alerted Tom to look out the window just as it rolled by.  And he wasn’t about to let me forget my reaction 

when he was passed by a Smart Car on the way home from the AMPS show.  Like I said, pride before the 

fall. 

But hey, at least I got passed by a pimped out Smart Car, not a stock Smart Car! 
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IPMS Louisville 

It has been many years since I have been to the IPMS/Louisville show.  1985 in fact.  I travelled with Mike 
Moore up viewing this as a mission trip to net us some more attendees to our show and in particularly try to 
recruit a few judges for our show, Louisville having attending our show previously.   The trip story begins with 
planning.  Using the geeky tools at my service it quickly became apparent that my house is setting at a geo-
graphical oddity with respect to traveling to this show.  There is less than 10 minutes difference in going from  
here to there between what I’ll call the Nashville route and the Knoxville Route.  We chose the Knoxville 
route to go up with the idea that we’d clear the rush hour traffic easier and find a nice place to eat on the 
way.   That worked well going up to the site, except we went and exit too far looking for somewhere to eat if 
you know what I mean.  No real harm.  A Mexican restaurant with questionable lineage served us just fine. 

I had Google earthed the address of the show and was totally confused by the satellite view that showed the 
location to be in a very residential setting in a relatively small building.  Upon arrival  and discussions later at 
lunch made this all very clear.  The show was held in a building which was very obviously a former church 
building.  The story we found was that the local classic car club had made enough money at their show a few 
years back to purchase this property and use it as their club house.  The IPMS group ties in and uses it fre-
quently through some mutual benefit I’m sure.  As evidence of the mutual benefit the same club held a car 
show at the site on the same day.  We were treated to a car show outside of the building where the show 
was held.  You’ll see in the photos a few classic cars plus a Jeep with and oxymoronic windshield art name.  
Also for our pleasure was a BBQ truck with what turned out to be some really good food. 

The building was a two story affair where the top floor (former auditorium) served as the vending area, while 
the lower floor served as the model viewing and contest area.   At first it seemed crammed in the model 
show area. I had real fears of how this was going to work, but surprisingly it worked out okay.  The vending 
area was small, but well represented.  I understand there was a three table per vendor limit which may have 
worked against some. 

In the aircraft area there were a surprising number of 1/72 scale entries and not a lot of 1/48th!!!  Makes me 
wonder why?  A JU-390 dominated the conversion category.  I understand he build is featured on the inter-
net.  If you are wondering it was made by grafting the wings from a second kit to make this 6-engined vari-
ant.  Lots of other models showed well and Mike’s Aerosan was featured highly. 

One of the show organizers recognized my name.  He showed me a plaque (appropriately stored in a side 
closet!)   The plaque showed brass nameplates where “Master Modelers” from past shows were recognized.  
He swears that the missing plate was my name!!!  The plate adjacent listed Steve Long who I remember as 
the true Master from that year with me being fortunate enough to be the sole entrant that had a model from 
the Vietnam War.  You guessed it, there was a special trophy for a/c from Southeast Asia. 

The trip home was prequeled by a side trip to the local hobby shop with a 10% coupon given to the show 
participants.  That served me well. 

A few minutes into our return trip to Chattanooga my Garmin must have found that magic spot to direct us 
the shortest route home.  After sending us one route, it gave us a very unusual set of turns that netted a U-
Turn, sending us back through Nashville.  Go figure!!!! 

 

 

   

Photos that go with this article are on the following pages 
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IPMS Louisville Show 



 15 



 16 


