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Our next meeting will be on Monday, May 21st at  

6:30 pm, at HobbyTown USA.     Again note the 

new time!  We'll wrap up around 8 PM and retire to 

someplace nearby to eat dinner.  Our dinner at 

Logan’s last month proved very popular!  I suspect 

we’ll wind up there again!  If you get a chance to 

look for a coupon to use at Logan’s I’d suggest you 

bring it along.  They are out there! 

We again had a good turnout with 15 people in 

attendance. (see photos on page 5 & 6) With 

regard to our show in January, a good little bit of 

things have happened since our last meeting.  

Mike will give us further updates but for the time 

being check out the latest show flyer and visit the 

webpage. 

Our Next Meeting: Lynn Petty - Chapter Contact 

9018 Oak Haven Drive 

Chattanooga, TN  
37421 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS DATE 

IPMS Louisville 5/19/2012 

IPMS Warner Robins 6/9/2012 

Military Vehicle Preservation Associa-

tion & AMPS  Regional show hosted 

by AMPS/Atlanta 

6/28-30 

IPMS Nationals 2012  Orlando Florida 8/8-11/2012 

IPMS Huntsville 9/29/2012 

IPMS/AMPS/CHATTANOOGA MINI-

CONVENTION 

1/11&12/2013 

IPMS/Marietta 3/9/2013 

Last Month’s Meeting 
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Where the heck IS Auburn IN? 

By Michael Moore 
It kind of reminds me of my days in college spent running archeological surveys.  An archeological survey 

pretty much involves running around the desert, forest, farm-

lands, etc. looking for signs of ancient occupation.  While the 

plan is to do so in an organized and orderly fashion, there 

was more than a little truth to the saying that we were usu-

ally looking for the Fugawy tribe…as in, despite normally 

having the most up to date topo maps, we were often look-

ing up and wondering where the Fug ARE We? 

Ok, so getting to Auburn wasn’t quite that bad, but I will ad-

mit, that the 100+ miles we drove north on IN 27 started to 

get me thinking about being lost in the hinterlands of Indi-

ana.  There was also more than a little hint of WHEN the 

Fug Are We?  The trip up 27 took us through many little rural 

towns that looked to be straight out of the 50’s.  Or earlier 

when confronted by the Amish in their buggies.  All in all, Tom and I decided that we just weren’t in that 

much of a hurry on the way up, and it was kind of nice to get 

off the interstate and see some country side.  However, as 

the country side went on, and on, and on, and on, and on, 

we also decided that we’d be in much more of a hurry to get 

home, so we’d look for an interstate only route home.  It 

would have to be faster. 

So, after leaving town just after lunch time, we pulled into 

Auburn at almost 9pm.  A quick dinner at Steak & Shake 

with Jack Matthews (Jack, it’s a Frisco Melt, not a Crisco 

Melt) led to our waitress not too sorry to see us leave; and it 

was off to bed.  At the Holiday Inn, not Steak & Shake. 

The next morning, we learned a lesson about checking the 

schedule BEFORE one leaves town.  We left town on Wednesday, thinking the show opened about noon on 

Thursday.  Nope.  5pm.  We could have left early Thursday morning, made the 5pm opening, and saved 

both a day of vacation and a night in the hotel.  So Mrs. Lin-

coln, other than that, how did you like the play? 

We liked it just fine thank you very much!  While a bit differ-

ent from an IPMS Nationals, it was still a great show.  They 

set a record with 648 entries, mostly some of the best armor 

modeling you’d want to see, a smattering of figures, and a 

smattering of Sci-Fi stuff.  There was also a full slate of 

seminars, as well as a museum full of armor (unfortunately 

very poorly lit, making photography challenging to impossi-

ble), and another full of custom cars, a couple classic cars, a 

bunch of horse draw carriages, dragsters, Indy cars, Stock 

cars, and Monster trucks.  Oh, and vendors.  Lots of armor 
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oriented vendors.  For some reason, there weren’t many, if any, airplane models in the vending area. 

All in all, it was a couple full days of immersion in armor modeling.  I did two stints of judging and learned a 

bit more about how we can make our judging more efficient.  I also sat in on two seminars.  One on weather-

ing armor models by Mig himself.  Big takeaway there was 

the AK Interactive “Chipping Fluid” sure looks to be worth 

the money as an upgrade from hairspray for the hairspray 

technique in replicating severe chipping or paint wear.  The 

other seminar was a great, old school, presentation on ar-

mor in the Pacific by Jim Mesko.  Why old school?  The guy 

used a Kodak Carousel slide projector with actual slides 

rather than the now ubiquitous Power Point presentation.  

Now if I could just find a copy of that picture he had of an M3 

Stuart on the beach with a soldier behind it and an LCM in 

the water.  Great shot, and a great setting for a Pacific Stu-

art. 

Saturday afternoon brought the apparently traditional late awards ceremony.  They actually run through all 

the categories, and skill levels, calling each medal winner up in turn to hand them their medal.  While it is 

kind of nice to have everyone recognized for their work then and there, it also leads to an awards ceremony 

that is quite long.  Long enough, especially after a delay, that it left me wishing that they’d place medals with 

the models on the tables and only hand out the major awards at the ceremony.  Tom did well, his Sci-Fi 

Focke Wolf turned Battle Car being especially popular and garnering a well-deserved Gold.  My Aerosan on 

the other hand, wasn’t quite so appreciated.  I came home 

with a slightly disappointing Bronze, but on close inspection, 

I have to admit that most of the comments on the judges 

forms were valid. 

And of course there was the social side.  Tom and I went to 

dinner three times with the AMPS boys from Atlanta.  I can 

honestly tell you dear reader that I haven’t laughed that hard 

in a long, long time.  First it was the picture on my credit 

card.  Which lead to my mug shot on my driver’s license.  

Which lead to the unholy picture on Tony Zadro’s driver’s 

license.  It was one of those moments that really only hap-

pens every now and again, and was something that is only 

going to happen at an event like that.  Honestly, that din-

ner alone was worth the trip to Auburn.  And it doesn’t 

even include seeing a bunch of friends from other parts of 

the country at the show.  I really would encourage every-

one to make an IPMS Nationals or AMPS International at 

least once.  For a modeler, it really is an opportunity that 

shouldn’t be missed. 

They also had a HUGE raffle.  And despite buying 40 

tickets, the only thing I won ended up being an etch set 

for some German tank that I knew I’d never build.  At 

least Tony Zadro went home happy with my winnings! 
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Unfortunately Sunday morning signaled the time to get 

back in the car for more than the 1.5 mile down the 

highway to the show from the hotel.  As mentioned 

earlier, we were determined to stay on the Interstates 

this time.   It had to be a shorter route time wise.  NOT.  It 

turns out that there are enough additional miles added 

by not cutting the corner into Indy that the State route is 

about the same time wise.  On the upside though, we 

were moving and moving well the whole way. 

And finally, if you know me, or have read enough of 

these write ups from me, you know there has to be at 

least one mildly embarrassing moment on the road.  I 

am happy to report that this time it wasn’t my embarrassing moment.  Tom took the wheel somewhere north 

of Knoxville if I remember right, and did a fine job getting us back to Chattanooga.  With one exception.  

Nearing Chattanooga he noticed a Smart Car (you know, one of those tiny European cars really meant to 

drive around in congested cities) coming up on us.  And he got passed by the Smart Car!  Yes, you read that 

right.  While my Nissan Rogue isn’t exactly a race car, he still managed to let a Smart Car by him. 

In his defense, he wasn’t the only one.  That Smart Car (although by this time, on an Interstate doing close 

to 80, smart wasn’t exactly the word I’d of used to describe it) also managed to push a Porsche 911 over a 

lane! 
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May Meeting  

Photos 
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May Meeting  

Photos 
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Mattheiss Van Contest 
 
As you remember last month we had in this space a notice about a Van contest from Jeff Mattheiss.    Be-
low is a THANK YOU from Jeff: 
 

Just want to say a big THANK YOU to those who voted to get my family a new handicap accessible van. 
Unfortunately, you may have voted and the web site not have taken the vote 'cause they weren't ready for 
such a large number of voters from across the country. That's right, all the "voting" actually shut the system 
down! Thanks for voting. Thanks for helping out! Jeff / Lt. Gray 

By now most everyone has seen the news clips regarding the P-40 that was found in the Sahara.  If you haven’t 
there are several if you just Google Lost P-40 or the like.  Two good ones are: 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2142300/Crashed-plane-Second-World-War-pilot-Dennis-Copping-
discovered-Sahara-desert.html 

http://worldnews.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/05/11/11655018-world-war-ii-kittyhawk-fighter-found-in-sahara
-shedding-light-on-pilots-fate?lite 

I don’t wish to repeat news you can find elsewhere but I’ll ask the question.  How 
many dioramas based on this discovery will we see in the next year? 

P-40 In the Sahara 
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Chattanooga 
ModelCon 2013 

CHATTANOOGA TRADE AND CONVENTION 

CENTER 

January 11th & 12th 2013 

New Venue and a TWO DAY SHOW! 

Gold Silver Bronze Format—Check our Website for Guidelines 

“Showcase Display” for past winners—Check our Website for Details 

New Category for Model Photography—Check our Website for Details 

Academy Club Build Challenge—Check our Website for Details 

Seminars—Check our Website for Details 

Make ‘N Take—Check our Website for Details 

Hospitality Gathering Friday Night—Check our Website for Details 

Show Rate at the Staybridge Suites next to the Convention Center—Check our Website for De-
tails 

In Other Words—Check our Website!!! 

World of Wheels—Same Weekend-Same Build- ing—
Check their Website for Details 

Show Hours 

Fri 2 - 8 PM 

Sat 8 - 4 PM ish 

General Contact—Mike Moore   maxwinthrop@yahoo.com 

Vendor Contact– Jeff Mattheiss   emilyshouse@juno.com 

Vendor Info 

8 FT—Tables 

 $25 prepay 
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